
The Loop

Asia on argyle
invest in uptown's

2016 population: 

14,200

Daytime population: 

9,800

Millenials: 

41%

Median age: 

38.8

College educated: 

52%

Transit commuters: 

42%

Annual restaurant spending:

$20.3 Million

Annual grocery spending:

$32.6 Million

Total annual spending:

$368 Million

Total spending within 20-minute drive:

$23.2 Billion

Uptown employees’ weekly spending: 

$195,000+

Uptown annual spending: 

$1.2 Billion

New Chinatown/Little Saigon

The blocks around the Argyle El station are a distinct 
district within the Uptown neighborhood – brimming 
with character and history. Known for its concentration 
of Chinese and Vietnamese restaurants and businesses, 
Argyle is a destination for Chicago foodies, those shop-
ping for hard-to-find cooking ingredients, and thou-
sands of locals and visitors attending the area’s many 
popular events.

Tap Into $600 Million of Public & Pri-
vate Investment

Argyle is conveniently located to the tremendous pub-
lic investment that is rebuilding Uptown’s transit and 
streets. The street was recently rebuilt with a $5 million  
pedestrian-friendly streetscaping, the Wilson El station 
is undergoing a $205 million reconstruction, and the 
Argyle station is also slated to be renovated. 

Additionally, 2,300 new residential units are proposed 
or under construction in the Uptown area, along with 
150,000+ new square feet of retail space that includes 
Treasure Island Foods, Ross, and others. These public 
and private investments ensure continued vibrancy and 
growth in the neighborhood for years to come.

Asia on Argyle 
at a Glance:

Asia on Argyle

Uptown United provides technical assistance to property and business owners, developers, 
entrepreneurs, and non-profits with financing, city licensing and permitting, and site selection. 
Uptown United also maintain a database of office and retail properties available, plus close 
contacts with local landlords and brokers to provide direction and tenant leads.

exploreuptown.org 
773.878.1064



Argyle is well-connected to the city thanks to the El station, several local and 
express bus routes, and quick access downtown via Lake Shore Drive. The 
area also boasts high numbers of pedestrians throughout the community.

Shaped by Migration
Once a Jewish community, Chinese immigrants in the 1970s and South East 
Asian refugees in the 1980s led the area’s transformation as entrepreneurs 
opened restaurants, bakeries, and businesses to serve the recent transplants. 
A network of service agencies and street festivals helped cement the area’s 
vibrancy for decades to come.

United on Argyle
Today, entrepreneurs continue to open new eateries and cafes near the 
Argyle EL station. Long-standing businesses are still thriving, with several 
now passed onto 2nd generation owners, many of whom have renovated their 
facades. The new “shared street” design provides more space for sidewalk 
cafes and hosting street festivals, such as the Argyle Night Market that  
draws 20,000 attendees throughout the summer. Other happenings like 
Uptown Bikes’ pop-up bike store in a vacant CTA storefront and  
pop-up holiday markets have helped renew the area as a  
destination for both locals and visitors.
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asia on argyle - vibrant, multicultural

exploreuptown.org 
773.878.1064

Contact us to 
learn more.


