Uptown United Grant, Rebate, & Incentive Programs
Applicants that have begun or completed construction prior to project
approval from the SSA Commission are ineligible to receive rebate funds.
Please contact us at 773-878-1064 or visit our website for complete
details about these programs and to download program applications:
exploreuptown.org/our-programs/business/rebate-grant-programs/

Curb Appeal Rebate Program
This Program provides incentives via a rebate for physical improvements
to storefronts and facades along the public way. Only properties within
the boundaries of the Uptown SSA are eligible for this Program.
Approved applicants who make improvements that follow the guidelines
of the Program may receive up to a 50% rebate for eligible exterior
improvements with a maximum rebate amount not to exceed $5,000.

Security Improvement Rebate Program
This Program offers a rebate of up to 50% of qualifying expenses with
a maximum rebate of $2,500 for security enhancements for commercial
businesses, property owners, and condominium associations complying
with program requirements. Applicants must be licensed businesses,
property owners/managers, and/or condominium associations located
within the Uptown SSA boundaries.

First-Time Sidewalk Café Rebate
Sidewalk cafes contribute to a vibrant Uptown by activating public
space, encouraging pedestrian traffic, inviting interaction with businesses,
and contributing to the aesthetic landscape with attractive furniture
and greenery. To encourage businesses in Uptown to invest in installing
sidewalk cafes, Uptown United through the Uptown SSA, has

Uptown Special Service Area
A “Special Service Area” is a contiguous area within a
municipality in which special services are provided in
addition to those services provided generally throughout
the city. The cost of the special services is paid from
revenues collected from taxes levied or imposed upon
property within that area. Stated more simply, SSAs
are local tax districts that fund enhanced services and
programs within an area. The enhanced services and
programs are in addition to those currently provided by
the City of Chicago. The Uptown SSA was established in
December 2005. It encompasses the major commercial
and mixed-use corridors of the Uptown community
including both Broadway and Sheridan Road from Irving
Park Road (4000 N) to Foster Avenue (5200 N), parts
of Clarendon Road and Marine Drive, as well as the
east-west streets of Argyle, Lawrence, Leland, Wilson, and
Montrose. Uptown United is the Sole Service Provider for
the Uptown SSA. Learn more at exploreuptown.org
*Applicants that have begun or completed
construction prior to project approval from the SSA
Commission are ineligible to receive rebate funds.

launched a rebate program to reimburse restaurants who are applying for
a first-time sidewalk café permit for the $600 sidewalk cafe permit fee.

Community Event Grant Program
Any free, outdoor, public event hosted within the Uptown SSA
boundaries may apply for a Community Event Grant. This grant
program aims to activate public spaces, attract new visitors to Uptown,
support local businesses and organizations, and encourage public safety
through positive activity.

Historic Building Plaque Program
Uptown boasts many National Register Historic Districts and Chicago
Landmarks. To highlight our community’s rich history and notable
architecture, property owners can install a small plaque on their
property. Owners of contributing historic and landmark properties
within the Uptown SSA can apply for a free plaque, and properties
outside of the Uptown SSA boundaries can order a plaque for a fee.

Public Art Grant Program
Uptown is experiencing a dramatic renewal of its urban setting. New
streetscapes, rail station upgrades, bicycle infrastructure, and private
development are occurring throughout the neighborhood. It is with this
in mind that Uptown United, in conjunction with the Uptown Special
Service Area (SSA), offers a Public Art Grant Program in order to
capture and convey Uptown’s identity and sense of place. Applicants are
eligible to receive a grant of up to $5,000.

City of Chicago Grant, Rebate, & Incentive Programs
The City of Chicago offers several programs to assist small
businesses and property owners with permanent improvements
to their property. Uptown United and Business Partners staff
are happy to help you with these programs and connect you
with the departments and agencies that oversee these programs.
For more involved programs such as Class-L and TIF, we can
suggest professional partners to assist you.

Small Business Improvement
Fund (SBIF) Rebate Program
The City of Chicago’s Small Business Improvement Fund
(SBIF) proves small businesses with financial assistance
for building-improvement costs. SBIF grants use local Tax
Increment Financing (TIF) revenue to reimburse for the
pre-approved repair or rehab of your commercial or mixeduse property within an eligible TIF district. Grant funds are
provided after an approved project is complete and all expenses
are paid. SomerCor is the program administrator contracted by
the City’s Department of Planning and Development for the
SBIF program. Learn more at somercor.com/SBIF

Class-L (Landmark)
Property Tax Incentive
This tax incentive program applies to Chicago Landmark
Buildings and contributing buildings within city-designated
Landmark Districts. Owners can have their property tax
assessment levels reduced for a 12-year period provided they
invest at least half of the value of the Landmark building in
an approved rehabilitation project. The Chicago Department
of Planning and Development oversees this program. Most
property owners seeking a Class-L incentive retain an attorney
to assist them with the application process. Read more here:
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/dcd/provdrs/hist/svcs/
class_l_propertytaxincentive.html

Tax-Increment Financing (TIF)
and Streamlined TIF
Uptown has several TIF districts that may be used to
fund certain private and nonprofit development projects,
infrastructure improvements, neighborhood planning, and other
activities. TIF and Streamlined TIF funds are typically used
for transformation projects that could not take place without
the use of these funds. The Chicago Department of Planning
and Development oversees this program, and most private
or nonprofit development projects retain an attorney and/or
consultant to assist with the TIF application process. Read more
here: https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/dcd/provdrs/tif.html

Chicago Property-Assessed
Clean Energy (PACE) Financing
Chicago PACE makes it possible for property owners and
developers of commercial properties to obtain low-cost,
long-term financing for energy efficiency, sustainability and
renewable energy infrastructure deployed in new or existing
buildings. Many building improvements qualify for Learn more
at chicagopace.org

Federal and State Historic
Preservation Incentives
The Federal governments and the State of Illinois offer
programs to incentivize the preservation and rehabilitation of
historic residential and non-residential buildings. Our partners
at Landmarks Illinois have a list of these resources: http://www.
landmarks.org/resources/financial-resources/

