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I nt r o du c t i o n 

A model of urban unity nestled along Lake Michigan about six miles north of 
downtown Chicago, Uptown is ever welcoming and ever evolving. It’s a vibrant,  
living tapestry—as rich in history as it is in culture—and an epicenter of action  
and progress.

Established in 1900, Uptown has a colorful history as a hotspot for arts and 
entertainment. The neighborhood’s iconic Prohibition-era venues and ornate 
architecture are as beloved today as they were in the early decades of the 20th 
century. Home to the iconic Green Mill Lounge, Aragon Ballroom, and  
numerous designated landmark buildings, it is the site of Chicago’s first  
“shared street” project in the West Argyle Historic District, opened in 2016.

Uptown has long been home to social activists and advocates, immigrants and 
refugees, artists and entrepreneurs of every stripe, all of whom have helped shape 
the area as it is today—a microcosm of Chicago itself, a neighborhood of big 
shoulders and rich contrast. Drawn to its ample green space, diverse housing
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options, culinary offerings, and nightlife, a new generation of residents and  
visitors are discovering what long-time fixtures have always known—that  
Uptown is a community where all belong.

As the neighborhood continues to grow, Uptown leaders and residents are united 
in a shared vision for the future: re-investing in the community, embracing new 
opportunities for thoughtful development, harnessing the passion and creativity of 
its people to address challenges as they arise, and celebrating the stories of all who 
live, work, and play in Uptown.

To celebrate this past year’s successes, Uptown United and the Uptown Chamber 
of Commerce have published this 2020 Year in Review to highlight the many 
activities, events, and stories that have continued to make Uptown a diverse, 
vibrant, thriving, and strong Chicago neighborhood.
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Up t ow n  Un i t e d  &  Up t ow n 
C ha mb e r  o f  C o m me r c e

Our organizations share a mission to build a strong, unified business environment; 
facilitate economic development; and strengthen community—all to nurture a 
diverse, vibrant, and thriving Uptown.

Uptown’s business association since 1923, the Uptown Chamber of Commerce is 
one of Chicago’s oldest Chambers. While our focus is business development and 
promotion, we also recognize the cultural richness of our community to help make 
all of Uptown thrive.

Uptown United assists local businesses, investors, and community organizations, 
helping stimulate economic development to strengthen the community’s economic 
base, and address broad issues pertaining to quality of life for Uptown’s diverse 
population.

Uptown United also administers Uptown’s Special Service Area (SSA #34), 
a special taxing district that funds additional services, such as neighborhood 
beautification, within its boundaries.

To learn more about our organizations and services visit exploreuptown.org
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2020 STAFF: 
Jan Graves, Justin Weidl,  

Martin Sorge, John Blick,  
Hac Tran, Greg Carroll,  

and Heather Seanger
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Ke e p  i t  Up t ow n

Uptown United and the Uptown Chamber of Commerce spent much of the 
year working closely with our local businesses and organizations to face the 
challenges presented by COVID-19.  We increased our communication and set 
up a dedicated web page to keep neighbors, businesses, and community partners 
updated on how the COVID-19 crisis is impacting Uptown.

In addition to regular email alerts to member and non-member business 
organizations that outlined changing local regulations, our team became a one-
stop shop for information and assistance on government support programs, loans, 
and grants. In fact, our assistance secured more than $1,500,000 in funding 
earned for businesses in Uptown alone through the State of Illinois’ BIG Program.

While we had to limit the number of in-person events that we typically host, we 
launched several webinars that focused on a range of legal, cash flow, networking, 
and digital marketing to support businesses during the pandemic. We established a  
“One Thing A Day for Uptown” social media campaign and a (Virtual) Uptown 
Restaurant Week. We also designed and printed signage for local  businesses to 
communicate critical information to their customers.

Our staff conducted countless wellness checks with our members and regularly 
touched base with local nonprofits, hospitals, and other essential businesses to 
see how our organizations could best support them. We focused our support for 
restaurants and other service businesses that faced unprecedented challenges 
during these times. We provided special assistance to over 20 businesses with 
sidewalk café permits, expanded sidewalk cafes, and other outdoor dining options. 
We launched “Curbside Dining” on the 4800 block of North Broadway, including 
expanded outdoor dining for taverns which were previously closed.

While we know that brighter days are ahead, we still have more work to do. 
Uptown United and the Uptown Chamber of Commerce remains committed to 
keeping Uptown diverse, vibrant, thriving, and strong. Now, more than ever, local 
businesses depend on all of us to support them. Keep it Uptown!
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Neighborhood special events provide a measurable benefit to the community 
and foster community growth and development. With a goal to increase public 
awareness of Uptown’s unique history and culture, Uptown United and the 
Uptown Chamber of Commerce manage and sponsor public initiatives that 
enhance the quality of life within Uptown.

Each year Uptown United, through the Uptown SSA, also sponsors several  
community events throughout the neighborhood. Any business, organization, or 
individual planning a free outdoor public event within the Uptown SSA boundary 
is eligible to apply to the Community Events Grant Program. Preference is given 
to businesses, organizations, and individuals that reside within the district.

2020 was a bit different than usual. After a successful Argyle Lunar New  
Year Parade (pictured), we re-imagined our public events. 

ORIGINAL EVENT  RE-IMAGINED EVENT

Taste of Uptown Virtual Restaurant Week 
Argyle Night Market DIY Argyle Night Market 
Winter Walk on Wilson Winter Warmth in Uptown 
Casino Uptown Uptown Gems 
Uptown Pride Parade Float Uptown Proud Celebration Video 
Networking Mixers/Luncheons Virtual Networking/Educational Webinars

And we introduced the first-ever Uptown Art Weekend!

Many of these programs were partially supported  
by a grant from the Illinois Arts Council Agency.

For more information about Uptown United’s events,  
visit exploreuptown.org/events or call 773.878.1064.

S p e c i a l  Eve nt s 

shake it up
-  1 1  -
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Up t ow n  A r t  We e ke nd
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From Friday, July 31 through Sunday, August 2 Uptown United and the Uptown 
Chamber of Commerce hosted the first ever Uptown Art Weekend. This free 
event featured more than 100 pieces of public art, including new works that were 
painted live on walls throughout the neighborhood. In addition, art exhibits were 
hosted by local businesses and interactive art activities for all ages were available. 
Participants were able to stay socially distant and use an interactive map to do a 
self-guided tour around Uptown. Each stop on the map was complete with photos 
and information which were visible on a mobile device. 

All participants were encouraged to wear a mask and remain socially distant while 
enjoying all of the public art Uptown has to offer. The event was designed to 
spread participants out over various parts of the neighborhood during each  
of the three days so that neighbors and visitors could safely  
enjoy the artwork without gathering in crowds.

paint it up
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Ma rket i n g 

Telling Uptown’s story, building neighborhood pride, and highlighting our 
amazing local businesses are key to achieving our mission. In 2020, Uptown 
United and the Uptown Chamber of Commerce made strides in sharing our 
community with Chicago and the world. With features in the Chicago Sun Times, 
Chicago Magazine, NBC5, WGN, and many more, we have amplified our reach.

Media
In 2020, Uptown United and the Uptown Chamber of Commerce reached an 
estimated 10+ million people through mentions of our programs in the media.  
Our programs were mentioned regularly in neighborhood media and also were 
featured in the Chicago Sun Times, Chicago Magazine, NBC5, WGN, WBEZ, 
Crain’s Chicago Business, WTTW, and other major media outlets.

Digital Marketing
CHANNELS VISITS / FOLLOWERS / SUBSCRIBERS  

Website 30,000+ unique visits to homepage 

Facebook 4,600+ followers 

Twitter 700+ followers 

Instagram 6,800+ followers 

Newsletter 5,000+ subscribers 

TOTAL  47,100+

Print Marketing
MATERIALS REACH  

Neighborhood Guides 20,000+ distributed  

Event-Related 6,000+ distributed 

Uptown Stickers + Posters 4,000+ distributed 

TOTAL REACH 30,000+

I n  2 0 2 0 ,  Up t ow n  Un i t e d  a nd  t he  Up t ow n  
C ha mb e r  o f  C o m me r c e  r e a che d  a n  e st i ma t e d  
1 0 +  m i l l i o n  p e o pl e  t h r ou g h  me nt i o ns  o f  ou r  
p r o g r a ms  i n  t he  me d i a . 

1 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  +

-  1 5  -



-  1 6  - -  1 7  -

P u bl i c  Wa y  I mp r ove me nt s

The largest portion of the Uptown SSA’s budget addresses cleanliness. This 
includes supplementary snow removal, litter abatement, and graffiti removal. Other 
beautification efforts include the maintenance of sidewalk planters, installation of 
seasonal plantings in landscape containers, and tree trimming. The Uptown SSA 
also funds the installation of decorative light pole banners and custom bike racks.

green it up

Clean It Up
ACTIVITY IMPACT 

Litter Abatement 10,000+ bags of trash removed  

  3,200+ bags of recyclables recovered 

Graffiti Removal 10,000+ graffiti tags removed 

Snow Removal 500+ crosswalks and bus stops cleared 

Green It Up
ACTIVITY IMPACT 

Landscape Containers 1,500+ square feet of seasonal plantings installed 

Sidewalk Planters 6,600+ square feet of landscaping maintained 

Landmark Plaque Program 10+ landmark district plaques installed 

Decorative Banners 170+ neighborhood banners installed 

  125+ sub-neighborhood banners installed 

  325+ holiday banners installed 

  

Interested in sponsoring a street-pole banner?   
Visit exploreuptown.org/banners  
or call 773.878.1064.
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S t a nd i n g  i n  S ol i d a r i t y

In 2020, many of us struggled with the senseless loss of life of George Floyd, 
Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor, and many others before them. Uptown United 
and the Uptown Chamber of Commerce stand in solidarity with our Black 
neighbors, friends, and colleagues. We are resolute in the fact that Black Lives 
Matter. Throughout the year our team compiled and promoted a list of Black-
owned neighborhood businesses as a way to show support and pursue greater 
justice and equality.  We know that racism, systematic injustice, and violence 
make it much harder for Black entrepreneurs to start and grow businesses and 
organizations than their white counterparts.

In June of 2020, as a precautionary response to peaceful protests in Uptown, 
many businesses boarded up their storefront windows. We were overwhelmed by 
the outpouring of support through positive artistic expression on these boards. 
Throughout the year as the boards were coming down Uptown United worked 
to salvage many of them and coordinated a permanent relocation of them 
throughout public spaces in Uptown. Additionally, in August of 2020, Uptown 
United coordinated with over 40 artists to volunteer their time and materials to 
paint “Black Lives Matter” on Clifton Avenue and Leland Plaza to express the 
neighborhood’s support of our Black neighbors and friends.   

As we continue to fight racism, please do not hesitate to get in touch,  
we welcome your ideas and insights, too.  
We are greater together.

O ver  40  a r t ists  volu nteered  
t hei r  t i me a nd materials  to  
pai nt  “Black  Lives  Mat ter”  
on  Cl i f ton Avenue  a nd  
Lela nd Pla za.

4 0  +
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Marketing and Promotion
• Business listings on exploreuptown.org and printed neighborhood guide
• Ribbon-cutting ceremonies with local elected officials
• Regular business and consumer newsletters
• Social media and newsletter mentions
• Neighborhood promotions 

Connection and Community
• Monthly networking events
• Personal introductions and referrals 

Special Events
• Sponsorship, booth space, and promotional involvement for events such as 

Lunar New Year, Uptown Art Weekend, Argyle Night Market, Uptown Gems, 
Winter Warmth in Uptown, and more!

• Special event and social service volunteer opportunities

Business Services / Technical Assistance
• Educational seminars and workshops
• Business advocacy and government relations
• Permitting, licensing, zoning, and business location assistance
• Free notary service
• Neighborhood retail market and demographic data
• Access to commercial real estate database 

B u s i ne s s  S e r v i c e s

Uptown’s premier business association since 1923, the Uptown Chamber of 
Commerce works to nurture a diverse, vibrant, and thriving Uptown. All businesses 
and organizations that join the Chamber have exclusive access to a suite of services. 
In addition to the services below, the Uptown Chamber of Commerce is a hub for 
information about doing business in Uptown.  
 
If you are not already a member, visit exploreuptown.org/join to learn more! 

Up t ow n  Un i t e d  a nd  t he   
Up t ow n  C ha mb e r  o f  
C o m me r c e  p r ov i d e d  ove r  
1 , 0 0 0  o ne - o n - o ne  bu s i ne s s 
c o nsu l t a t i o ns  i n  2 0 2 0 .

1 , 0 0 0  +
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fix it up

G r a nt  &  Reb a t e  P r o g r a ms

Uptown United offers a number of grant and rebate programs to local business 
and property owners within the Uptown SSA boundary. Rebates can be awarded 
to owners who make exterior improvements or security enhancements to their 
property. These programs are intended for business or property owners who may 
be limited in their funding with the goal to help leverage funds in order to upgrade, 
preserve, or restore storefronts and displays windows or install creative signage to 
enhance the overall aesthetic of the district.

Uptown United and the Uptown Chamber of Commerce also provide assistance 
to business and property owners who are interested in the City of Chicago’s Small 
Business Improvement Fund (SBIF) grant program, COVID-19 small business 
relief programs, and other financial tools to support our businesses. Additionally, 
to capture and convey Uptown’s unique identity and sense of place, Uptown 
United administers a Public Art Grant Program.

Grant and Rebate Program Assistance
  NUMBER FUNDING TOTAL 
PROGRAM ASSISTED COMMITTED INVESTMENT 

Curb Appeal Rebate 14 businesses $26,758.02   $100,000 + 

Security Rebate 11 businesses $12,244.42 $25,000 + 

Public Art Grant 20 artists $61,889.00 $75,000 + 

State of Illinois BIG  40 businesses $1,500,000 $1,500,000

 TOTAL  85 $1,600,891.44  $1,800,000 +

For more information about Uptown United’s Grant and Rebate  
Programs, visit exploreuptown.org or call 773.878.1064.

-  2 2  -

I n  2 0 2 0 ,  Up t ow n  Un i t e d 
he l p e d  t o  s e c u r e  ove r 
$ 1 , 6 0 0 , 0 0 0  i n  f u nd i n g  fo r 
l o c a l  bu s i ne s s e s  a nd  a r t i st s . 

$ 1 , 6 0 0 , 0 0 0  +
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I n  2 0 2 0 ,  Up t ow n  Un i t e d  ho st e d  o r  
p a r t i c ip a t e d  i n  ove r  1 0 0  me et i n g s  r e l a t e d  

t o  c o nst r u c t i o n ,  p l a n n i n g ,  a nd  s a fet y.

1 0 0 +
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C o m mu n i t y  P l a n n i n g

As Uptown’s community economic development organization, Uptown United 
leads efforts to facilitate economic development through smart urban planning. 
This includes facilitating strategic and master planning projects and participating 
in numerous tasks forces, steering committees, and construction meetings.

Lead Role in Community Planning
ACTIVITY ROLE  

Development  Monthly meetings with developers, Chicago  
Partners Transit Authority, Chicago Department of 
Committee Transportation, and others 
 
Central Uptown Plan for the commercial corridors along Wilson 
Planning Study and Broadway near the newly rebuilt CTA station  
 
Central Uptown Conducted a public survey that gave over 1,500   
Public Input Survey participants an opportunity to share their thoughts 
 
Interactive Provided funding and oversight for an interactive  
Mapping mapping project for Uptown’s major corridors 

Participation in Community Planning
ACTIVITY ROLE  

Lawrence-Broadway Weekly meetings between CDOT,   
Streetscape Construction business owners, and Alderman’s office 
 
Cook County State’s   Bi-monthly Community Justice Center meetings   
Attorney CJC with 19th and 20th Chicago Police Districts  
 
CTA Red-Purple  Business assistance and informational meetings   
Modernization and related to the Lawrence to Bryn Mawr    
LBMM Projects Modernization (LBMM) Project 
 
North Lake Shore  Task Force meetings related to IDOT’s North  
Drive Reconstruction Lake Drive reconstruction planning project
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E c o no m i c  D eve l o p me nt

Uptown United and our Development Partners committee regularly meet with 
elected officials, government agencies, private developers, nonprofit organizations, 
and business owners to facilitate economic development in Uptown. We have 
a shared vision for the future: reinvesting in the community, embracing new 
opportunities for thoughtful development, harnessing the passion and creativity of 
Uptown’s people to address challenges as they arise, and celebrating the stories of 
all who live, work, and play in Uptown. 

Public investment is rebuilding Uptown’s transit and streets, enhancing its 
vibrancy. More than $1.3 billion in public infrastructure investments have 
recently been completed, are under construction, or will be breaking ground soon 
in Uptown. Private investment continues to make Uptown a great place to do 
business as well. More than 2,300 new residential units are proposed or under 
construction in the neighborhood, along with more than 100,000 square feet 
of new commercial space. Private development includes market-rate housing, 
commercial, and office development, as well as affordable housing, arts, and social 
service organizations. This private development ensures continued vibrancy and 
growth in the neighborhood for years to come.

RECENTLY COMPLETED:  Sarah’s Circle, a nonprofit serving women experiencing homelessness, 
recently completed a six-story, 36,000-square-foot building at 4654 Sheridan, which will house many of 
their programs. 

BREAKING GROUND SOON:  Free Market Ventures has teamed up with The John Buck Company and 
acquired the development site at 4601 North Broadway. This 9-story multi-family building will include 200 
units and 9,000 square feet of retail space. 

Mo r e  t ha n  $ 1 . 3  b i l l i o n  i n  pu b l i c  i n f r a st r u c t u r e  
i nve st me nt s  have  r e c e nt l y  b e e n  c o mpl et e d ,  a r e  
u nd e r  c o nst r u c t i o n ,  o r  w i l l  b e  b r e a k i n g  g r ou nd 
s o o n  i n  Up t ow n .

1 . 3  b i l l i o n  +

UNDER CONSTRUCTION:  The first phase of the CTA’s Red and Purple Modernization  
(RPM) Program will completely rebuild the Lawrence, Argyle, Berwyn, and Bryn Mawr stations.
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We ’ r e  o n  t he  Move !

Early in 2021, the office of Uptown United and the Uptown Chamber of 

Commerce will move down the block to 4619 North Broadway.  We will miss our 

sweeping views of Uptown from the eighth floor of the landmark Sheridan Bank 

& Trust building at 4753 North Broadway, but we’re excited to expand our space 

and be at street level. For years our members and boards discussed a storefront 

office that would enable us to be more visible and accessible to the community. 

The new office will feature a flexible office environment plus space for gatherings, 

small events, and meetings. We’re so excited to be neighbors with Iyanze, Elim, 

Gigio’s, MDT Architects, Uptown Bikes, and all of the other great folks on the 

block. Our organizations are excited to invest in the community and in our 
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incredible staff by providing a state-of-the-art storefront work and meeting space.  

Uptown United has owned this property for several decades. The organization 

will completely renovate the first-floor office space and storefront, as well as do 

important maintenance work on the building. The new office will be easy to find, 

ADA accessible, and mere steps from the Wilson Red-Purple Line stop. Our move 

wouldn’t be possible without our partners: to our architects at SmithGroup, our 

contractor Lo Destro, and our lenders at Wintrust. Thank you to our boards of 

directors for leading us through this transition. Another thank you to Landmarks 

Illinois for awarding us a COVID-19 Organization Relief Grant to assist with our 

renovations of this landmark property.
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D r i n k  Hap p y  T hou g ht s

A Business Success Story 
The adventure started 4 years ago. Happy Monday Coffee Roasters is the heart & 
soul of everything that owners Craig & Yamel do. The name Happy Monday is not 
an oxymoron, it’s a way of life! They say “Do something you love, and you’ll never 
have to work a day in your life.” Craig & Yamel wake up every day and do what 
they love, and make the most of it! No matter what day it is.

They travel the world in search of the most delicious coffee they can get their 
hands-on before roasting them from in their Roasting Lab in Edgewater. Their 
goal is to serve the community by always providing fresh ideas and to make your 
coffee experience more than something to help you wake up, get you to work, help 
you stay awake during finals, or give you that warm fuzzy feeling after a sip.

They shoot for the stars when picking new beans, creating their menus, developing 
drinks or creating a new bag. “I think people will love this one!” Literally the 
thought process behind each idea! But most importantly, cultivating friendships, 
with each farm and customer. After four years of wholesale & roasting, they 
decided that 2020 was the year to bring some love to Uptown by opening Drink 
Happy Thoughts on Montrose! Their mission is simple: Serve you a fresh cup of 
coffee, provide a great value with an amazing experience, and to see you SMILE!

perk up
-  3 0  - -  3 1  -
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Au t he nt i c  O a x a c a n

A Business Success Story 
After cooking traditional Oaxacan food for several years, the team behind Kie-
Gol-Lanee decided to move from their hometown Santa Maria Quiegolani (Kie-
Gol-Lanee), Oaxaca to Chicago in 2004. Their culinary experience was enriched 
when they started cooking contemporary Italian cuisine at Anteprima in the 
Andersonville neighborhood. In the summer of 2016, they saw the opportunity to 
take over the space where Riques Cocina was in Uptown. In late July of 2016, they 
started working with Riques’ former owner, Chef Enrique Cortez, on a traditional 
menu that included original ingredients and flavors from their native state. 

At Kie-Gol-Lanee, you will find original flavors from the highlands of Oaxaca and 
the pacific coast including tlayudas, ceviches, birria, and tamales oaxaqueños, just 
to name a few. Their selection of aguas frescas include the famous horchata and 
tamarindo, as well as a unique squash cooler called chilacayota that you do not 
want to miss. In 2020, after three years of operation, the Uptown restaurant made 
the prestigious Michelin Guide’s Bib Gourmand list. Uptown United and the 
Uptown Chamber of Commerce have proudly supported Kie-Gol-Lanee over the 
past three years with assistance securing a sidewalk cafe permit, liquor license, and 
SBIF Grant. Kie-Gol-Lanee has also been a regular participant at the Argyle Night 
Market, bringing their authentic Oaxacan cuisine to the streets!

-  3 3  --  3 2  -

eat it up
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T he  Re su l t s  a r e  i n . . .

According to Time Out, Uptown is Chicago’s coolest neighborhood! Scenic 
lakeside views, a diverse culinary scene, and resilient nightlife put Uptown among 
the world’s best communities.  Time Out polled thousands of city-dwellers on their 
favorite places to spend time and narrowed down the 40 coolest neighborhoods in 
the world. We, for one, weren’t surprised to find that Uptown is among them.

A historic entertainment district that’s home to old theaters like the Aragon and 
the Riviera, Uptown is a place where venues like Carol’s Pub, The Green Mill, 
and the Baton Show Lounge are finding ways to safely stage shows for locals and 
visitors while most marquees throughout the city remain dark. There’s also no 
denying the breadth of the North Side neighborhood’s restaurant scene, which 
includes Ethiopian food at Demera, sizzling Chinese barbecue from Sun Wah, and 
steaming bowls of pho amid the Vietnamese restaurants on Argyle Street.

More importantly, Uptown reflects the turbulent times we’re living through, as one 
of countless communities that has banded together to support neighbors near and 
far. The area hosted a variety of peaceful marches and demonstrations throughout 
the summer as well as a sprawling Black Lives Matter mural created by 18 local 
artists, with a prominent place on the pavement of Clifton Avenue.

Bolstered by the spectacular skyline views you can take in from Montrose Harbor, 
Uptown also landed at number 24 on Time Out’s list of the coolest neighborhoods 
in the world. It may have been bested by stiff competition from the likes of 
Downtown Los Angeles, Wedding in Berlin and Centro in São Paulo, Brazil, but 
we’re still proud to see Uptown representing Chicago!

-  3 4  - -  3 5  -
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New Businesses
Over 30 businesses and organizations opened, joined the Chamber,  

or expanded in Uptown in 2020. Highlights include: 

• Chicago Tiny House Inc
• Chicago Paralegal Notary Services
• Urban Grill Chicago 
• Fit City Kids
• First Dental Center
• Remedy Physical Therapy 
• Lucy’s
• Fastsigns Lincolnwood
• Jeffrey Johnson Pictures
• Shofur
• Drink Happy Thoughts
• New City Moving
• Hearthstone & Terrace
• Antonia L Mills, Attorney At Law
• Danang Kitchen

• Loren’s Psychology
• Swedish Medical Group
• Hackhaus
• Tank Noodle
• Dan Loves Houses
• Dispensary33
• Lugertha Rose Modeling Agency
• Competitive Edge Uptown
• Sky’s Beverage Depot
• Plus Bookkeeping Services, Inc.
• Japanese American Service Committee
• Families Together Nursery School
• New Orleans Seafood 
• Pho Loan
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Uptown United - Board of Directors
Chair: Jacqueline Loewe, Sheridan Park Consulting 
Vice-Chair, Uptown Chamber of Commerce: Stephanie Foerster, Ensemble Media 
Vice-Chair, Community Partners: Mary Kay Gilbert, Heartland Alliance Health 
Vice-Chair, Development Partners: Sarah Jacobson, Lamar Johnson Collaborative 
Treasurer: Rafael Leon, Chicago Metropolitan Housing Development Corporation  
Secretary: Jackie Zanders, Illinois Action for Children 
Cindi Anderson, Uptown Chicago Commission 
Maria Barnes, Uptown Bikes 
Scott Baskin, Small Business Advocacy Council 
Andrew Bell, TimeZoneOne 
Edward (Ned) Budd, Thorek Memorial Hospital 
Don Cortelyou, Wintrust Bank - Uptown 
Amy Crawford, Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office 
Lucio (Lu) DiPaolo, Diverso Insurance Services 
Nadia Geigler, The Admiral at the Lake 
Shawn Jackson, Harry S Truman College 
Lindsay Marciniak, CCS Fundraising 
Tuyet Ngo, Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights 
Tam Van Nguyen, Chinese Mutual Aid Association 
Stephanie Salgado, Byline Bank 
Patrick Thompson, MDT Architects 
Paul Tsang, Hon Kee Restaurant 

live it up

B o a r d s  a nd  C o m m i s s i o n

A special thanks to the Uptown United Board of Directors, Uptown Chamber 
of Commerce Board of Directors, and Uptown Special Service Area (SSA) #34 
Commission. We’d also like to thank all of the committees, sponsors, businesses, 
property owners, and volunteers who helped make all of the events and programs  
highlighted in this 2020 Year in Review possible.  Thank you! 
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Uptown Chamber of Commerce - Board of Directors
Chair: Stephanie Foerster, Ensemble Media 
Vice-Chair: Liz Deboni, Wintrust Bank 
Treasurer: Rajan Shahi, Chinese Mutual Aid Association 
Secretary: Jensen Allen, Graceland Cemetery 
Roberto Arista, Byline Bank 
Lucio (Lu) DiPaolo, Diverso Insurance Services 
Teresa Frith, A World Class Concierge 
James Grutsch, Sarah’s Circle 
Romana Manzoor, American Islamic College 
David Novik, Thorek Hospital 
Jennifer Pham, Mini Tx Pharmacy 
Adel Shaw, Spoil Me Hair Salon 
Mary Shehan, Weiss Memorial Hospital 
Karen Sims, Karen A. Sims & Associates 
Jackie Taylor, Black Ensemble Theater 
Danielle Wallington-Harris, Harry S Truman College

Uptown Special Service Area - Commission
Chair: Terry Tuohy, Weiss Memorial Hospital 
Vice-Chair: Josh Reitman, First Midwest Bank 
Treasurer: David Rettker, Illinois Action for Children 
Secretary: Noreen Keeney, Residential Property Owner 
Kelly Cheng, Sun Wah BBQ Restaurant 
Jared Dolan, Residential Property Owner 
Winston Feng, First Dental Center 
Cam (Erin) Ngan Hoang, First Sip Cafe 
Patti Eick-Hutzel, Residential Property Owner 
Dominic Irpino, Irpino Real Estate 
Liz Peterson, Cedar Street / FLATS 
Lesley Showers, Institute of Cultural Affairs 

Karl Sullivan, Wilson Abbey 

 We would like to thank photographers Mike Rivera (mikeriveraphoto.com), Carson Cloud 

(c9images.com), Ola Wysocki (@olawysocki), and Andrew Hickey (@drewinchicago). Partial 

funding for the development of this 2020  Year in Review was provided by the Uptown Special 

Service Area (SSA) #34.  ©2021 Uptown United  |   773.878.1064  |  exploreuptown.org  
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